Michael Dean Roberts
February 6, 1969 - November 25, 2020

Michael Dean Roberts, 51 years, a lifelong resident of Monroe, Michigan, passed away
shortly after receiving the Sacrament of Last Rite, on Wednesday, November 25, 2020 at
Promedica Toledo Hospital in Toledo, Ohio.
On February 6, 1969, a boy was born made to the image and likeness of God. Loved by
his parents Laford and Catherine (Zdeb) Roberts. This was a day of joy and continuous
joy throughout his life. Why? Because he was a person characterized by kindness,
courage, sympathy, and love. Michael was both baptized and confirmed at St. John The
Baptist Catholic Church of which he was a lifelong member.
The strong influence of his education began at with his entry into St. John the Baptist
Catholic Elementary School where he spent kindergarten through eighth grade and then
continued through high school at Monroe Catholic Central graduating in 1987. While at
Catholic Central he played tennis and golf.
He aspired to be an actor, he began his education at the University of Toledo and then
moved to New York City and graduated for the American Music and Dance Academy in
1992.
Trying to survive in New York led him to a new vocation as a chef from 1992 – 1995.
Returning to Monroe, he continued as a chef at the Monroe Golf & Country Club as well
as other various restaurants and catering services.
Mike had a great sense of humor and such a deep appreciation of his family and friends.
He thanked God for allowing him to be born in the United States of America. This was
reiterated after touring Eastern Europe a few years back. He was an avid Michigan State
Spartan, Detroit Red Wings, and Detroit Tigers fan. He loved music and attended many
concerts of his favorite groups. Mike enjoyed, cooking, herb gardening, and playing golf.
Mike is survived by his mother, Cathy Roberts of Monroe, aunts and uncles, Stan (Mary)
Zdeb of Scottsdale, AZ, Coralee Zdeb of Sherman, TX, David (Barb) Roberts, Howard
(Charlotte) Roberts both of Monroe and Caroline Sue (Dennis) Conden of Fort Worth, TX.
He is also survived by very special persons, his Godparents, Raymond and Donna
Dushane, and many cousins. Sadly, Michael was preceded in death by his father, Laford,
both sets of grandparents and an uncle, Andy Zdeb of Sherman, TX.
Visitation will be held on Tuesday from 3-7 pm at the Bacarella Funeral Home, 1201 S.

Telegraph Rd., Monroe, Michigan, 48161. Mass of the Resurrection, celebrating Michael’s
life, will begin at 11:00 am on Wednesday, December 2, 2020 at St. John The Baptist
Catholic Church. Interment will follow at St. Joseph Cemetery in Monroe.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, visitation at the funeral home will be limited to twenty-five
persons at a time and those attending are asked to wear face coverings and maintain
social distancing guidelines. At church he will not lie in state, as per usual.
Because of his love of God, Mike expressed his wishes that, in lieu of flowers, any
donations would go to SMCC or MCES.
Michael’s mother Cathy would like to thank Promedica of Monroe and Toledo along with
Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit for their kindness, care and compassion.
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Comments

“

Dear Cathy,
It has been many years since I saw you and Michael at St. John’s. I was his 2nd
grade teacher in 1977. That was the year I was married to Dan, the 7th grade
teacher. I remember how you and other mothers had a surprise shower for us. I still
have the gift he gave us. The picture of the Christ child, sits on my dresser, and I look
at it, morning and night, whether getting up or going to bed.
Michael was one of the students I can remember fondly and quickly, for he was a
good student and was always a delight to have in class.
Although words offer small comfort in this time of sorrow, I wish my sincere sympathy
at the loss of your son Michael.
Mary Joye Van Wasshenova
Please know that Michael will be in my prayers along with you.

Mary Joye Van Wasshenova - December 03, 2020 at 01:11 PM

“

Dear Mrs. Roberts
I am so sad to hear of Mike’s passing. It has been many years since I last saw him
but I will forever have great memories of him!! My favorites memories of him are
playing together in our Lavender Street neighborhood. I am so sorry for your loss
Mrs. Roberts! I wish I could be there in person to see you but please know that I am
celebrating his memory in my heart here in Colorado.
With much love,
Michelle Cousineau

Michelle Cousineau - December 02, 2020 at 12:38 PM

